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Australia-Lao collaboration digs up Xieng Khouang history  

New archeological research involving New Colombo Plan students from Australia has shed new light on 

Xieng Khouang’s historic trade links with the rest of Asia. Excavations this month have unearthed local high 

fired pottery, smoking pipes, coins and ceramics, some of which are believed to originate in China and 

Japan. The finds are thought to date from the 16
th
-17

th
 Century AD and reveal a complex society with links 

to the major trading centres at that time.  

The ultimate objective of the project, run by a team of Australian and Lao archeologists, is to look for Iron 

Age occupation sites that date to a similar period as the Plain of Jars, and shed light on how the creators of 

the stone jars lived.  The excavation is ongoing, and results should be expected later in the year. 

Department of National Heritage (DNH) Deputy Director Viengkeo Souksavatdy said “the collaboration 

between international and local archaeologists is highly valuable. There are many important sites in Laos and 

projects like this help to develop our understanding of the history of the region. The information gained from 

these excavations will be of interest to tourists and benefit the local economy of Xieng Khouang”. 

The research is taking place as part of the Field School Archaeological Excavation Project at Ban Vieng 

Temple, Xieng Khouang Province. The Field School is headed by James Cook University and the 

Department of National Heritage of the Lao Ministry of Information and Culture. 

The project took place from 1-17 February 2015. The team consists of staff and students from James Cook 

University (JCU), who are volunteering their time as an international collaboration exercise, and the National 

University of Laos (NUoL). The field school project is funded by Phu Bia Mining, as part of its support to 

Xieng Khouang Province, and a grant from the Australian Government’s New Colombo Plan scheme which 

aims to encourage understanding between Australians and Lao. 

Australian Ambassador John Williams said the project was an excellent platform for Lao and Australian 

undergraduate students, and experienced staff from DNH and NUoL, to learn together about archaeology and 

prehistory, and each other’s cultures and language.  

Williams said this was the main objective of the New Colombo Plan, to strengthen networks of collaboration 

between Australia and our neighbours in the Asia Pacific, and deepen an understanding of the region among 

future generations of Australian leaders. 

He congratulated Phu Bia Mining and James Cook University for their initiative in developing this exciting 

new collaboration with their partners in the Lao Department of Natural Heritage and NUoL. 
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“It’s further evidence for the Lao Government and people that Phu Bia is not just another mining company, 

but a business that continues to do so much to support the Lao PDR’s long-term development,” Williams 

said.  “Mining in Laos would have a much better reputation if other miners operated to the same standards.” 

Dr Nigel Chang leads the JCU team. "Exploring the ancient history of Laos is fascinating. What this project 

also shows is that archaeology and heritage provide an ideal context for creating understanding and networks 

between Lao and Australian students."  James Cook University identifies as being located both physically 

and philosophically in the tropics and has a strategy of “creating a brighter future for life in the tropics 

world-wide through graduates and discoveries that make a difference. 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Saengkeo Touttavong 

Communications Advisor 

Tel: 020 2223 5034 

Email: saengkeo.touttavong@pbm.panaust.com  

 

mailto:manilath.arounlangsy@pbm.panaust.com

